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Abstract 

This presentation will divide its time between discussing the study of medicine in Alexandria during the 

Hellenistic period, 331 until 31 BCE, and the grotesque’s role within this scientific exploration.  Scholarly 

analysis of the body and its function will be the foundation for the proposal.  An increased interest in the body 

and its function by an educated public in cities such as Alexandria included topics such as types of deformity.  

The academic interest in the dysmorphic body developed during this period and parallels the artistic production 

of statuettes with physical abnormalities which became increasingly popular.  These statuettes were made of 

both bronze and terracotta and created by way of molds and decorated with paint, metal and stone accents.  The 

choice of bronze and clay allowed for quick and cheaper production which availed these objects to a more 

diverse range of clients.  This larger market allowed for their purchase not only in Alexandria but in other 

Hellenistic cities such as Athens and Smyrna.  At the end of the presentation, the question will be posed as to 

the possible origins of this interest in grotesques.  Was it due to the advanced investigation of the human body, 

tied to a Hellenistic societal construct or a combination of both these factors? 
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